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PAT RONs of the STAGE 


GENTLEMEN, 
SS HE Brothers of the Quill, 
at leaſt thoſe of the Dra- 


; xz © matick Fraternity, have 


8 88 made it their long Obſerva- 


vation, that the cooleſt Heads ſhow'r. 
| the warmeſt Favours on the Theatri- 
cal Performances : You, Worthy Sirs, 
who not in the leaſt fired with Party, 
and conſequently no ways tainted with 
the preſent too univerſal Contagion, 
can quietly fit down under Your 
own Fig-tree ; there make an honeſt 
Payment of Your Treble Debt of 
Gratitude to the Founders of the 
whole Feaſt of Life, viz. Bleſs both 
the Memory of Your Parents that. 
A * gave 


To tbe peaceable Patrons of the Stage. 
gave You Your Wealth, Providence 
that gives You Your Health, and the 
Goverament Vour Protection. Thus 
from a plentiful Table, and a cheerful 
Grace-Cup, can trole to the innocent 
Diverſion of the Fiddle and the Co- 
median; then back again to Vour un- 
troubled Reſt, without the leaſt Vi- 
ſionary Dream of the two terrible Gob- 

lips now rais'd amongſt us. Tis You, 
Gentlemen, are the Muſes beſt Bene- 
factors; and the Poetical Pens lie un- 

der no higher Obligation, than pay- 

ing You their Dutiful Acknowledg- 
ments accordingly. But, alas, Hine 
zz lacryme ! You, peaceable Gentle- 
men, make but a narrow Claſs of 
Worthies; and Your Viſits alone 
are not encugh to fupport the 
Stage, in the preſent unhappy Divi- 
fions, and the Irruption of a Civil 
War in our Bowels, How many Thou- 
fands, on both Sides, have their Hearts 
ſo fixd at Stirling or Perth, that 2 
poor Diſh of Coffee, with an Hours 
Chat upon News and Politicks, com- 
2 * pounds 


N 'Y * 


To the peaceable Patrons of the Stage. 
pounds for many a fair Half-Crown, 1 
e that otherwiſe had been devoted to the 
s Pla- Houſe." n 
| But here we cannot forbear Reflect- 
ting on One more particular Hardſhip 
upon the Muſes, that is, the too popu- 
„har Outcry, that the Theatres are Party- 
i- WW Houſes; the Governours, or Maſters 
- IM of the New Play- Houſe, being maliciouſſy 
repreſented to be of a contrary Inch- 
- nation to thoſe of the 0/4 One. How 
„this villainous Suggeſtion took Riſe is 
= {Munaccountable, when tis well known, 
there cannot be warmer Zealots, or more 
x hearty Devotees to the preſent Govern- 
- ment, than the Pounders and Proprie- 
xt WWrors in that Houſe ; more efpecially 
e the two Young Gentlemen, the-neareſt 
e concern d in it, it being a Principle 
i- Wck'd in with their very Milk, _ 
il MW if it may be ſaid that any of their Ser- 
- Prants, Acting under them, are of a 
ts eifferent Kidney; even that Calumny, 
2 hen well examin d, tis hoped, may be 
s Wiped off. For as they are very ſen- 
n- ble, that Inter Arma ſilent Artes, 
— when 


cd 


To the peaceable Patrons of the Stage. 
when the Drum rattles the Muſe is 
ſtruck dumb; and where Blood flows 
Diverſion ſtops. And as the now 
Face of Affairs plainly ſhows them, 
that the preſent Adminiſtration is nei- 
ther ſo weak at Home,. nor in her 
Alliances Abroad; even the New at- 
tempted Revolution, but with the moſt 
plauſible Flattery of Succeſs, could 
not be leſs than the Work of Years ; 
and conſequently, when the Scene of 

Blood ſpreads wider and nearer to Us, 
the Play-Houſes, in Courſe, muſt have 
ſhut up their Doors. Certainly. theſe þ 
Gentlemen of the Sock and the Bul- 
kin, poſſibly not over-loaded with For- 
tunes and Patrimonies to ſupport them 
without their Labours for their Bread, 
cannot well be ſuppoſed to have any 
over-warm Fondneſs for Fire and 
Sword, both to the National Ruin 
and their own: No, no, they have 
learn d ſo long to ſpeak Senſe on the 
Stage, as not to be cown-right Fools 
in the Tyring-Room. Even Selt-Pre- 
ſervation alone has been their better 


To the peaceable Patrons of the Stage. 


is Ichool-Miſtreſs, and has taught them 
8 ſo fit down with their own honeſt Trin- 
e, to joyn in his frank Declaration 
1, for, Peace, and the Butt. 


As to the Inclination of the Sons 27 


er Ne Muſes, tis obſervable, that Provi- 
t- Wence has, ar preſent, diſtributed the 


oetical Talent, (at leaſt to thoſe of 
gure and Merit amongſt em) to the 


; Hell. wiſhers to the Eſtabliſhment : In 
of cir warmeſt Wiſhes therefore, for 


ountry's Quiet and Tranquility, they 
Wpe to ſee the Day when our Victori- 
Heroes ſhall ſhine in our Boxes again; 
y, and the Vanquiſh'd too, even the 
ortify'd Side ſhall creep into ſome 
prner or other of the Play-Houſe, 
| only for a little Mirth to wear off 
ar Melancholy : And conſequently, 
th the Theatrical Trade, as well as 
rs One, ſhall once more 
uriſh, 
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je ſpeedy Reſtoration of their dear 
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Nor that the French Stage-Wie brings Mami 


N,, their Heroicks, tied to thoſe ſtri& Rules, 


: Thoſe Critick Laws, impos'd by Pedant School 
Beneath their Shackles, ſo unmerciful, 
 Politely weak; and regularly dull; 
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joſe, 
H E Prodigal we now bring on the Stage, 


e 

cht 
Tho Engliſh dreſs d, ſprung from French? 
( rentg 


Ev'n when Britannia her dread Thunder bore 
Jo ſtrike ber Terrors to the Gallick Sbore; 
Their Muſes found an open Entrance here ; 
We fought not with their Racine nor Moliere. 
No Prohibition there did we enjoyn : 


French Wit came over cheaper than French W 


- 5 


ay, 
uml 


renc 


( for 
At leaf ber Tragick Muſe has no hard Birth. 


Thoſe Skelliton thin Births, have no Pretence - 
T our manlier Engliſh Growth, Plot, r 


Oh ! Shakeſpear had ſuch Tyranny reign d bt 
A Toke our free-born Bards wou d never bear; 


PROLOGUE. 


m thee, and thy bright Sons, to her ſad Coſt, 

at ſhining Labours had thy Briton loft 2 

tho the Gallick Buskin walks ſo lame, 

r lighter Comic Scenes ſome Merit claim, 

ſe ſpritelier Compoſitions, on Occaſion, 

we been thought worth an Engliſh Tranſplantation. 


< this ſhort Treat, - tis low, but that be- 
(Friends it; 


ay, and tis French, which doubly recommends i it. 
umble, and low, your conſtant Favours waat ; 
rench Valets pleaſe you, tho? French Lords you hate. 


WNW A A AA AN ALAS AAS ASIASDUAST N TIAL ASTEASTIAS LD 
. . 2 . 5 * . . . . - * 
e 275 8 8 8 > bd 7 {> 8 i, 0 e 2 2& 7 


ba Dramatis 


pg * 
ol 


a 
br 


de 28888 2999004 


e 


eee eee 


* 


Dramatis Perſonæ 
M EN. 


Mr. Gerard, an old Gentleman, OP 
Father to Charles Gerard, Noir. Griffn, 
Charles, a young Student, in Love ? hs 


with Lucinda, 5 
A Falſe Marqueſs, Mr. Bulloct, i 
Andrew, an Uſurer, Mr. Knapp. 
Merlin, Gerard's Man, Mr. Spiller. 
Jaquinett, old Gerard s Man, : Mr. H. Bulla 


WOMEN. 


Madam Bertrand, an old Lad 2 
. 65h Aunt, Yo Mrs. Kent. 
Lucinda, Madam Bertrand's Neice, ! 

in Love with Charles. Mrs. PTuces. 
Cyane, Lucinda s Couſin, Mrs. Rubridhi 
Priſcills, Lucinda s Woman, Mrs. Spiller. 


1 


| Madam: | 
M. Bert. Do you know that TI 3m very 
unealie at my Niece's Conduct? 
B 


WIT at a PINCH: 


OR, THE 


Lucky PrxoDIGar. 


SSSISISISSII00 5002 


= 38 
SC EVN. Streer. 


| Enter Madam Bertrand meeting Priſcilla. 


O, —well met, Mrs. Priſcilla, 
75 am glad of this Opportunity; 


pray let us have a little ſeri- 
2 ous Diſcourſe. Ss 
7 Priſ. As ſerious as you pleaſe, 


” 25 % 
* 
* 


4 
* . 
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2 Mit at a Pinch : Or, 
Priſc. But how, Madam? What are 
the Faults you find? . 
M. Bert. —She does nothing but com- 
mit Faults; and the greateſt, I think, i; 
her keeping ſuch an unlucky Jade as you 
are, who fill her with nothing elſe but 
evil Inſtructions, and drive her on, Huz- 
2y, to do thoſe things to which ſhe is al. 
ready too prone, and needs none of your 
Counſelling. = 
Priſc. Is this your ſerious Diſcourſe, 
Madam? Truly, if I was to make 23 
ſerious Anſwers, our Converſation might 
be a fit Subject for Laughter : But the 
Reſpect I have to you, and your being 
my Miftreſs's Aunt, forbids my Replying 
with that Sharpneſs, I otherwiſe wou'd. 
M. Bert. You have a great deal of Me-. 
deration. . 
Priſc. Indeed, it were to be wiſh'd, Pla 
Madam, that you had as much, then you all 
wou'd not be one of the Firſt that ſhou'd Att. 
ſcandalize your Niece after this Manner, MW ! 
and by ſuch Talk, which proceeds rather me 
fiom a Defect of your Underſtanding, MW 4 
than any thing elſe. 5 
M. Bert. How now, Impudence? The ſe 
Defect of my Underſtanding ! Tis the 
I efect of your Manners makes me ſpeak, ſh Pc 
nd nothing can be more ſcandalous than 
the Life you lead, | 1 riſe, let 


The Luthy Prodigal. 3 
Priſc. If you come to that, Madam, 
Pray what do we do, that we need be 
alham'd of? | 

M. Bert. What, Is there any thing more 


ſhameful than Lucinda's daily Expence ? 


A Perſon'that has her little Income ? 
Priſc. But we have Credit, Madam), 


and that you know is almoſt the ſame | 


thing. 
M. Bert. She muſt have fine Lodgings, 
fine Cloaths, and every thing elſe ſuita- 


| Sas: | 
| Priſc. May not every Body make their 
Fortune if they can? 


M. Bert. Les; But what Way does ſhe 


do it? 


Priſc. Very innocently, I aſſure you; 


| ſhe Eats, Drinks, Dances, Sings, Laughs, 


Plays, Talks, and Fortune favours us with 


all the honourable Converſation, ſuch 


attracting Charms can gain us. 
M. Bert. Her Charms Her Levity you 
mean. Ay, Fortune may favour her that 


way; But where is Reputation gone? 


She'll ſee the Worſt on't: For my Part; 
ſhe ſhan't have a Penny of my Eſtate. 
What, tho' my lateſt deareſt Hopes, my 
poor Girl is lain in her Virgin Bed of 


Duſt, my only Child ſnatchd from me; 
let not your Miſtreſs fancy that her 
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Mit at a Pinch Or, 


Alearneß of Blood to me ſhall entitle her 


to either my Favours, or my Fortune, 
whilſt ſhe takes this Courſe to forfeit 


them. Well, we muſt have Patience, 


her Youth won't laſt always. 


Priſc. No, truly, and for. that Reaſon ſl 


we take care to make good Uſe of our 


_ Time. 


M. Bert. Very good, and mind what 
this comes to at laſt, when you have loſt 
your Reputation, and can go on no 
longer, you'll both die in a Garret. 

Priſc. Oh, no, Madam, a good Huſ- 
band ſpoils that Prediction. 

M. Bert. A good Hus band! Why? 
What is ſhe going to be married? 
„ c 

M. Bert. In a very good Time ! I ut- 
terly diſcard her, —I Il have nothing to do 
in it, —I'll help to deceive no Body. 

Priſc. Lou need not trouble your ſelf, 
Madam, we ſhall manage our Affairs as 
well without you, never fear. 
NM. Bert. I ſuppoſe this is ſome fine Bu- 
ſineſs too, of a- piece with the reſt, I 


don't doubt. | [Exit M. Bert. 


Priſc. When this is done, you'll think 
7 IECE. . | 


Enter 


her Enter Merlin. +, 2 7 
ne, 
feit 
ce, | 
lat you were talking with juſt now? 
Priſc. What! Are not you acquainted © 
with Madam Bertrand, my Miſtreſs's Aunt ? © 
Merl. Yes, but I did not much mind 


her 


ſon 
Our 


hat 
loſt 
hue has a good Eftate ; tho' Lucinda has 
little of her own, ſhe has Rich Relations. 


for em. IEP | . 
ſhe may be in Time: She'll be a great 


[Heireſs after the Death of three Uncles, - 
ut- two Aunts, and ſix Couſin-Germans, four 


do Nephews, and as many Nieces. - THe 

| Mer], — The Devil! — Why, if there 
elf, MW ſhou'd happen to be a Plague — as 
25  you- ſay,” the might have great Expeda- 
Ions. 
zu- Priſc. However, ſhe's a very deſirable 
„I Lady at preſent, ſhe has Beauty.—— 


rt, Merle — True, her Beauty ſurpaſſes 5 


nk every thing, and my Maſter is reſolv d + 


% 
„ W + $ 
3 B:; - 
= — 


The Liieky Prodigal. . 


Mel. How do'ft, Priſcilla 2 How is it; 
my little Rogue ? What old Beldam was 


Triſc. — She's a miſerable old Creature, 


Merl. — Ay, but ſhe's never the better 


\ 


Priſe. And 
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6 Wit at a Pinch : Or, 
Priſc. And ſhe's reſoly'd to marry your 
Maſter. "BI 463, 
Merl. — We may, perhaps, have a little 
Diſturbance at the old Fellow's Return, 
but we ſhan't ſee him a long while; 10; 
that we ſhall have time enough to pre- 
pare our ſelves for that: And if no other 
Mis fortune happens upon this Wedding, 
my Maſter's a happy Man. 
Priſc. I don't underſtand what you 
mean by other Misfortunes. 
Merl. Ah, Priſcilla, Marriage is ſubject MW: 
to great Revolutions. | 
Priſc. Thou Fool, do'ſt thou think 
young Mr. Gerard can ever repent his 
Marriage with Lucinda, a young Lady of 
my bringing up? 
Merl. — So much the worſe. 
Priſc. A Lady that's handſom, young 
and witty. * 
Merl. Theſe are but ſmall Encourage- 
R 
Priſo. A Lady that: loves to live plea- 
ſantly. | 1 52 
Merl. — That is too much the Fault of 
the whole Sex. | —ꝙ— 
Priſc. — A Lady, wiſe, modeſt, and 
vertuous? 
Merl. — What, and of your Educating, 


I warcant you, ha? | 
| N Priſc. — 


dt! Lucy Pat. 
Priſc. — Yes, Fool, of my Educating. 
and what then, Sirrah ? 


rn, , don't be angry; — ſhall I let you 
ſo: now my real Sentiments of this Matter? 
re- hen to ſpeak freely, between you and; 
her WI, I don't like this Marriage at all, — and 


don't find that we ſhall get any thing 
y it: — For look you, my young Ma- 


and a good Reaſon why, becauſe he is in 
Love; for 'tis Love makes him liberal: 
Now, ſince Marriage cures Love, it puts; 
a Stop to his Liberalicy o courſe, and: 
then what the Devil will become of us. 
Priſc. Oh! He's of too. generous a Na- 
ture, ever to become avaritious. Has. 
our Maſter given good Orders for the 
ng: Entertainment to Day? : 
Merl. — Oh ! Here's the Devil and all- 
ze · ¶ to do; three Cooks are juſt now arriv'd 
with all their Kitchin Equipage, he has 
ea: ſent in fix Dozen of Cbampaigne, tho“ 
there's none in the Country. 
ol Priſc. Good I like this Manner of 
Living ; but here comes your Maſter. . 


, 


— 


87 Enter 


Mirl.— Nay, nothing —Prithee, Priſcil- 


ſter's Expences, at preſent, are large; 


© owes. .+ ti. _ 
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Erker Charles. 


ak = GoodMorrow my pretty Pie 
215 How does your Miftreſs ? Whats. 5 
0 
— Cydue and ſbe are together. nt, 


Cbar. — Go run to her, my dear Pri- 
cilla, and tell her each Moment I am ab- 
ſent from her, brings freſh”. Torment to 
my Mind. 

* Priſ. — I believe, in my Heart, you 
were made for one another: Poor Crea 
ture, when ſhe does not fee you, ſhe whines 
and pines her ſelf away to Death almoſt; 
Ell anſwer for her, ſhe'll be here i in an 
Inſtant. 123 8 I. Bait 
Merl. — So, Sie, —You're going to be 
married, I perceive ; Heaven be thank'd, 
you're juſt at the Finiſhing of your Love 
and Mone together ; and you have cer»: 
tainly a fine Conclufion of your 
Affairs. * Sir, pray conſider — what 
you are doing in your Father's Abſence, 
who you know is now in Portugal, a true 
City Son of Greſh:w, over Head and Ears 
in Commerce and Traffick, heaping: 
Wealth, if poſſible, as faſt as you ſquan- 
der ir. "Well, the old Gentleman, as long 
as he has becn ablent, has not taken 05 


is foreign Quarters. for a Leaſe of Life, 


F dall bave him trip Home again, and 
vi- Jo you are prepar'd for his Return !— 
tis Char. — What, Impertinence Prithee 


old thy Tongue; let us enjoy the Pre- 
-nt, never regret what is paſt, nor think 


f what Conſequences may be produced 
ab- y future Effects. Did not you receive: 


ome Money. for me ſome few Doys 
TE 


receiv'd half a Year's Advance of one: 
f your Tenants, for the Raiſing of 
phich you gave him a Receipt for the 
rhole Year. 

Char. Well. 

Merl. - Laſt Week I receiv'd a inked 
d fifty Pounds from a Gentleman, for. 
wo large Pictures, for which your Fa- 
her refus d three Hundred a — before 
is Went. 
Char, — Well. 


ue 
1 


18 
Ne 


or that Tapeſtry, which your Father 
ought three Years ago, and for which 
gave four hundred Pound. 


18 Char. — Good. 
Ip A 4010-8 
is Mer. 


The rob ede 9 


"Merl. — About ſome three Weeks go, 


8 * 1 


Merl, — Well, — * have alſo recaix's 
wo hundred Pounds of the ſame Chap 
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han't we? 


veniencies. 


10 mit at a P inch, Or, 
Merl. Yes, Yes, we have made fin, 
Bargains, during your Father's Abſence, 


| Char. Well, this is ſome little Suppon 
for the preſent ; when we want again, 
we muſt work upon other Foundations. 
Merl. Then, in ſhort, Sir, you my 
work by your ſelf, for my Conſcienc 
won't let me any longer be an Inſtru- 
ment of your Ruin: It has been thorough 
my Diligence that you have ſpent above 
a thouſand Pound, beſides five or fr 
hundred Pound that you owe, and 
which we daily expect to fall upon ou 
Backs. 
Char. — The Man that gives me the 
moſt Trouble is Andrew, and I dont owe 
him above two hundred Pounds. 
Merl. You borrow'd no more, tis true, 
but you have given him a Bill for three 
Hundred: Four Days ago he took our 
a Writ, and I am afraid will make you 
ſolemnize your Marriage in a Priſon. Nu 
Char. Never fear, we'll find: ſome- Ex- z 
pedient or other to remove theſe Incon- d 


Merl — Pray what Expedient can you, | 
find? We've made Money of all we can; 
your Rents are paid before-hand; as for 


the Houſe in Town, 'twou'd grieve one " 
ee 


The Lucky Prodigal. IT 
ge it, it's ſo ſtripp'd; and you have cut 
own all the Wood round about that in 
he Country, under Pretence of having 
better Proſpect; for my Part, all. In- 
ention is at an End with me. 

Cbar.— If my Father ſhou'd ſtay away 
re or ſix Months, I ſhou'd have Time; 
hich, with good Conduct, may retrieve 
e Diſorders of my Youth. 
Merl. — Certainly ; But what is your 
ther working for, but to repair theſe 
iſorders 2 GE ans 

Char. For nothing elſe, as I know of. 
Merl. — Then you had much better 
"mmit theſe Extravagancies during his 
life, than after his Death, for then he 
yon't be able to remedy em. 

Char. — Right, Merlin. 

Merl. — Come, Sir, you have not done 
much Miſchief neither, if we conſi- 
r; for your Father will get a great 
kal of Money while he is Abroad, and you 


youlWre ſpent a great deal in that Time; 
ohen he comes Home, what can he 
E= angry at; for tis the ſame thing as if 
com never travell'd. 


(barl — Thou'rt a clever F ellow, Mer- 


Merl. — 


— ——— — — 


122 Wit at Pinch: Or, 
* Merl. — Between you and I, Sir, M be 
Father of yours is none of the cunning 

Bis Head's a little of the weakeſt, th 
His Faich's pretty ftrong. Formerly, 
remember I have led hiff by the Nok 
and made him believe what I woud 
eſpecially if Lgot into a Tale of Witche 
or Spirits; for he's ſtrangely ſuperſtitio 
that way ; and I believe, were he tor 
turn now, I cou'd make a Shift to dn 
you out of theſe Difficulties. Come, Si 
Courage. How many ſhall you be 
Table co Day? © 
Cbar. — Five, or fs. 

Merl — And the French Marquess, 
you call him, or rather as he calls hin 
ſelf; for we have no other Tradition 
his Original but his own. He who hel 
you ſo generouſly to eat out your Eſtat 
will he be there ? | 

Cbarl. — He promis'd me,. — but hol 
here comes the Charming Lucin 
and her Couſin with her. 


Enter Lucinda, Cydne, and Prifcilla 


Tuc. — After all your paſſionate Pri 
feſſions, and mutual Vows between | 
theſe Proceedings cannot be juſtify d, b 
dy the Succeſs of the Event; and I ff. 


, e utterly undone, if this Marriage does 
ne'f not ſucceed according to my Wiſhes. 


Char, — My Dear, my Charming La- 
cada ! All the Care I have is to make 
your Happineſs compleat; your Friend 
there, rn the * of my In- 
tenti0ns.. - Hirn 

Cyd. — That, indeed, I can; but pray, 
before you come to a Concluſion, let 
me know what Pare 1 am to perform in 
all this? 

Merl. — Why, e'en for Company ſake, 


only ſpeak a Word, my Maſter has Ac- 
-quaintance enough. 

Priſe. — Ay, Madam, do, take One; 
were I in your Place, i ſhou'd. ſoon de- 
termine. 

Merl. They ſay Gap ping's catching ; ; 
now the Devil ferch me, if I have not the 
gteateſt Inclination in the World to 
marry Pri ſcilla. 

Cbar. — I wiſh our Example-might be 


imitate it; there is4a young Gentleman 
of my Acquainrance juſt” fall'n- out wich 
his Friends. — 

Merl. — And to marry wichbne their 
Conſent, is a fine Way of Reconcilia- 


tion, truly. | 
C yd. = 
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of ſo much Force as to engage you to 
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14 Mit at a Pinch: Ox, 
Cyd. — No, I am for no clandeſtine 


| Doings; as 1 have no Dependance on I 10 


any Body but my ſelf, ſo 1 won t re 
any one that has. 

Marl. — Right, but bere comes your 
Marquiſs; Il run in, and ſee if every 
Thing i is ready for your Dinner. 0 Exit 


Enter the Marquike 


Marg. yes my good Friend, your 
molt humble Servant; — Ha, Ladies 
yours, — eternally devoted to the Service 
f your Sex : I know, without my Com. 
pany, you can take no Satisfaction.— 
Well, is Dinner ready? Shall we hare 
Store of good Wine to Night, my Friends! 
Egad, 1 think I never was in a beiter 
Humour in my Life. Come — lets beg 
gay, — brisk and merry; I defie any 
thing to put me out of the e In 
now in. 

Cyd.— I aſſure you, Sir, we hare 
Laid for you. 

Priſe. Eie, Madam, wou d you baue! 
Marquils the Firft at an Entertainment? mer 
That wou'd look as if he. had an Del 
ile tO; 40 I 
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The Lucky Prodigal. 15 
ine! Murg. Upon my Honour, Ladies, *tis 
on Ino more than forty- nine Minutes ſince L 
rry left Epſorre 5 you know that Pair of Han- 
irs Mares I commonly drive with: I 
our am ſure Two better Beaſts were never 
ery {Mpurin a Chaiſe, my Coachman drove, as 
*xit Jif't had been for a Wager. 
Luc. Methinks you ſhou'd have a little 

Mercy on Two ſuch beautiful, and ſer- 
viceable Creatures. En l 

our Marg. [ Not hearing. J] Well;— my dear. 
ies Friend, now you're made Poſſeſſor of 
vice choſe Joys, and will ſwim in thoſe De- 


om- lights you have long wiſh'd for. What 
n,—MExceſs of Happineſs muſt there be, 
have when two Lovers, having an equal Affecti- 


on for one another, do, at laſt, taſte 
thoſe long d for,, ſecret Pleaſures, which 
vere before forbio ? 
Chr, But tell me, did you call, as you 
promis'd me, at the Jewellers, for the 
ewels? lil %% SHES ty 84 
Marg. [ Not anſwering, but ſpeaking. 10 
Cydne:,] And you, pretty Lady ! does 
not this Example give you Encourage- 
ment? Had not you as good pay your 
Debts to Love and Nature, and take 
lome Perſon you may live happily with? 
Fie, Madam, don't, for ſham2, live in 
the World and be uſeleſs. 

= | C 2 Cyd. — 
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16 Wit at 4 Pinch > Or, 
yd. — I don't find a . n 3 
Burden to me. 
| Marg. — Let you and I make a ſort of 
2 Bargain now ; for without Vanity, the 
Ladies were made for me, and I made 
for the Ladies; never truſt my Honour 
if I don't find you juſt to my Fancy: | 
perceive too, that for a Day or two! 
cou'd adore you, love you even to Mad- 
neſs,— but no Marriage: — Dye ſee, | 
can't endure Matrimony, I love to car. Wl 
ry on an Amour that has no bad .Conſe. Mjo! 
quences e it. a pg underſtand I the 
me? / 
Priſc. Truly , this Diſcourſe is eaſe Hf 
enough to be underſtood, it needs no and 
—— but, Si —— Wir 
. It is certain I cannot be aral Was 
let's, or teaching any rude” Heir of 2a. 
Family Genrility, Gaming, giving hin 
4 good Taſte in his Cloaths, Furniture, . C 
3 *% Equipage , &. Are not theſe ſort of {Lov 
17 Gentlemen happy in having ſuch a Per. Tin 
| ſon to inſtruct * — in theſe Principles: 
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Or, can they learn from any" Body 
ſooner to be undone ?£rC. 
Tac. — ne you many Scholars Sir, 
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Tube Lucky Prodigal. 17 
2 Marg. — [ Not minding. ] Where's Mer- 
in? I don't ſee him; I cannot but ad- 
of I nire at your Father's chuſing you ſuch 
he Ia diſcreet Governour, for putting away 
ide Duns, ſtopping a Uſurer's Mouth, or 
"ur MGucting a Houſe, there's not his Fel- 
: I MWlow ; but here he comes. . | 
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ar. 2M]. — Ladies and Gentlemen, if 
ſe- you pleaſe to walk in, Dinner's upon 
ind MWthe Table. | | 
Marg. — That's well ſaid; I find my 
ie WM elf diſpos'd to be merry this Evening, 
no and fancy Þ-cou'd drink a Glaſs of good 
Vine with Pleaſure. I told you Merlin 
al. Nuwas a pretty Lad. Come, Ladies, thoſe 
f dat love me, follow me. { Goes our firſt. 
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re, Char — Each Minute's precious to 2 
of MLover ; chen let's away, and loſe no 
er. Time, . 
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iS Wit at a Pinch: Or, 


IWVhen courting Lovers, treat the charming Fair, 
What's the poor Entertainments they prepare ? 
The Feaſt, the Song, the Dance, thoſe empty 
hi | (Tip 
Are but faint Prologues to Diviner Foys. 
: L Exeun. 


The End of the Firſt Act. 
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ACT H. 


Euter Merlin. 


Al. G O, — Now their Affairs are 
in a fine Poſture; what Joy ; 
there is among theſe Amorous Fools now ; 
—— pray Heaven it may continue, —— 
But who's that I ſee. yonder coming this 
Way. If my Eyes don't deceive me, 
tis Taquinett, my old Maſter's Man, —— 
tis he, Faith; — now Wit, or 
lever, | | 


Enter Jaquinett. 
Jag. — So, now tis hop'd we are at 
our Journey's End, — Ha! Merlin, 
How doſt thou do 2 | 


C 4 Merl. = 


* 7 


1 Mit at a Pmcb:. Or, 
Merl. — Plague on him, [ Aſide.] Oh 
welcome Home, Mr. aqui, How have 

you done this long time? 

Fa. Lou ſee we are arriv'd, at laſt 

after a great deal of Fatigue. 
Mel. — We arriv'd at laſt ? Why J 

thought you was come alone? 

Faq.— What, art mad: Why, I am come 
with my Maſter, he is but goneto the Cy. 
ſtom-Houſe, to take Care of ſome Thing 
there, and ſent me before to let his Son 

| know of our ſafe Arrival. | 
Merl. — Ay, this News will rejoyce 

| him indeed ; — What the Devil ſhall 
—_ [ith 

Faq. — What's the Matter, Merlin! 
Methinks you look diſcontented, and not 
fatisfy'd at our Return. 

Merl. — Tm afraid all's undone, Faith: 
[A/ide..] But tell me, aqui, has the good 
old Man as much Buſineſs as will keep 
him long at the Cuſtom-Houſe ? 

Faq. — No, he'll be here in a Me 
ment. 

Merl. — In a Moment! What ſhall 
do? | . 
Faq. — What's the Matter with yet 
that you can't ſpeak ? 
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The Lucky pP rodigal. N 21 
Mel. — cannot; this curſed old 
oxcomb to come at ſuch a Time as 
tis, and without our Knowledge too! 
[ Afide. 


Oh! 
Have 


laſt, 


un diſturbs you, and puts ſome of your 
fairs at Home out of Order, does it 


ome ot? FF yg 
Cu- er. — No, no, no, not at all; my 
ing Moung Maſter is a Perſon of that Pru- 


ence, that nothing can put his Affairs 
to Diſorder But muſt you go into 
im your ſelf, to give him this joy- 


— 


rn, 
Jag-—- Ay, and make but a ſhort 


this firſt Errand to my young Maſter 
nd do it for thee. oF T 


du, and fo dear Merlin adieu. 


ot willingly have had cen this poor 
iot and Debauchery, for fear of Bab- 


lg to the Old-one, but now Fit ſtep in 
my 


Taq, — I ſee, now, this unexpected Re- 


| Account of his Father's happy Re- 


peech on't neither; for I have two Er- 
q to diſpatch, one as far as Weſtminſter. 

Merl. — Then, to expedite thy Buſi- 

cs, I'll excuſe thee from the Execution 


Jug. — With all my Heart, and thank 


Merl. — So, fo, he's gone; I wou'd: 


ogue a Witneſs of my young Maſter's: 
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22 Met a Pinch: Or, 


ſelf, and give him timely Warnin 

of his Danger. —— $S Death ! Here's his 
— appears— How ſhall I give him 
Intelligence now, and ſtay at the fame 
time to ſtop the Old- one from entring ? 
Oh, I ſee him peeping out of the Win— 
dow, he has his Father in his Eye, and 
his own Diſcretion will now be his Di 
rector, 


Enter Old Gerard. 


— — Now — to Heaven, aſte 
ſo man Difficulties, and Dangers, im 
at laſt ſafe arriv'd at my dear Home, and 
believe my Son will not be alittle pleas 
to find me Return in Health. 

_" Merl. — He'd be much better please 


to know you was in Health a thouſand 
Leagues off. 

Ger. — What Obligations have. Chil 
dren to their Parents who take ſo much 
Care, and run fo many en for 
their Welfare! 

Merl. — es, Faith, but they hare 
none to thoſe who return untimely. 

Ger. — I won't delay any longer mi 
going in, nor deprive him of ſo much 
Pleature as he'll enjoy. at ſeeing me — 
rent Rogue, he won't be able to con- 

tain 
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tin himſelf for Joy, the poor Boy will 
de out of his Wits, _ 

Merl. — This is the Time, Invention 
meMhelp: [ Aide. ] Heavens ! What is it I ſee! 
im Jawake ? Or is it a Ghoſte? 
iner. — It I am not miſtaken, that's 
lin. 

Merl. — Yes, certainly it is Mr. Ge- 
rd, or the Devil in his Shape; but 
kriouſly ſpeaking, dear Sir, can it be 
you, your ſelt? 5 h 

Tan Yes, Merlin, tis I, how doft 
[0 7 » 

Merl. — As a faithful Servant ought, 
Pir; honeſt, gay, brisk, and always rea- 
to obey your Commands. Ip 

Ger, — That's well, let's go in. 

Merl. — Upon my Word, Sir, we did 
of expect vou. 

r 1 believe not ; I came 


qty 97 

Merl, — Faith, Sir, 1 chink I never 

you look ſo well in my Life; What 

Woaftem Colour you've got? Certainly, 

„the Air: of that Country 

* — you came, muſt agree extream.- 

J well with Perſons of your Age.— 
Poſi- 
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; Rear; had 1 been in your Place, 
ſhon'd have remain'd there ſometin 
longer for my Health fake. _ 
Ger. — How do's my Son? Has 
taken good Care of my Affairs, duti 
my Abſence? And did thoſe Commod| 
ries I ſent laſt do well here? 
Merl. Fil anſwer for that, Sir, he 
: talen ſuch Care —— you can't imagit 
how the young Gentleman loves Mone 
Sir, he has diſpos d of your Money 1 
ter ſuch a Manner, and has put yo! 
Affairs into ſuch a Poſture, as upon n 
Word you'll be on pes. when ye 
aan oh hear. 
— Thou tell me ſuch News, 
Areas me weep for Joy ; 1 ſhall find 
Mint of Money by him then 


Merl. — Oh! No, Sir, none at all. ind 
Ger. — How! None at all!“ LC 
Merl. No, Sir, he's a better Man 


ger than you imagine; he puts his M 
ney out to good Intereſt; as ſoon 
he gets ten Piſtols into his. Hands, 
works it Day and Night. 
Ger. — This it is now to- give Childn 
a right Education, and ſhew em a gol 
4 Pampe — Ml, let's 8⁰ in, 1 
diſtraded wit I ſee * o 


Merl, 
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lier. Hei is not at Home, Sir, now, 
e 
7 F | Enter Mr. Andrew: 


25 Good Morrow, Mr. Mir bins: 
Merl. — Your humble Servant, Mr. 
Andrew ———This Rogue takes a fine Time 
to ask his Money in. | [ A4fede. 
And. — Do you know, Sir, that I am 
weary of following — Maſter thus 
grery Day, and not 
tell him from me, that if he don't pay 
re, or give me ſome Satisfaction, to 
WS, Morrow, I ſhall take ſuch Methods, as 
pechaps maynt pleaſe him. 


l. 1 da bgs C Aldi. 
Ger. 1 hat i is this Buſi neſs; Merlin? 

Man Al. — 111 tell you preſently. 3 

is M 45d. — Only a Buſineſs, Sir, of about 

on three hundred Pounds due to me from 

ds, Wiis Maſter, for which I have his Note 

. tave taken out a Writ, and intend ſpeedi- 


to put it in Execution. 
Ger. — How's this, Merlin? 


al, Sic, don't mind him. 
D | Gary — 


but if you ve a Mind to ſee him ſo 


8 


eeing him, pray 


N m AG we are now ruin'd 


Merl. Aﬀfide . to Ger. He's a Raf 
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26 Wit at a Pinch, Or, 
Ger. — Does his Maſter owe you three 
hundred Pounds? | 
And. — Yes, certainly ; Sir „his very 
Maſter, young Mr. Gerard, whoſe Fs. 
ener they ſay is gone a long Voyage, 1 
don't know whither, not I ; but Im 
ſure he'll find a fine Reprobate of a Son, 
whien he comes Home. 
M:rl. — The Devil take him; ; this goes 
quite wrong. L Ali. 
And. — And they ſay, as the Son ſpend 
all he can rap and rend in Whoring 
Drinking, Gaming, and ſo forth; lo 
the Father is one of the moſt miſerly 
poor Won, villainous Fellows in 1 
Euro 
— What do you mean, Sir, b 
theſe Terms, my Choler riſes . Od 
bud; I cou'd break his Head now. Ct 
And; — 1 beg your Pardon, Sir, I, 
don't ſpeak of you, but of young Ge wi 
rard's Father, be þ 
Ger. — Merlin. 
Merl. — 'Tis true, Sir, he does ow: 
him that Sum. 
Ger. — And thou haſt been telling me 
all this time of his Diſcretion | 
Merl. — Yes, Sir, twas owing to hit 
Diſcretion, that this Money's due. 


Ger, 
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ec Ger. — What to borrow-three hundred 
Pounds of an Uſurer? For I ſee by his 
ey countenance he's of that Profeſſion. 
Fa. 4nd. — Yes, Sir, and if I ben't miſ- 
„ aken, I take you to be of the ſame: 
Im Trade. 
on erl. — How ſoon theſe honeſt Gentle- 
nen know one another. 2 50 L Aſide. 
0088 Ger. — Hum | — And thou cerm it 
fu this Prudence, Merlin? 
nd Merl. — [ To Ger. ] Peace, Sir, don't 
ing peak one Word; when you know the 
E bottom of this, you'll be charm'd with 
your Son's Conduct; he has bought a2 
lone which coſt him near two thou- 
6 and Pounds. 
N — A Houſe! 
O Merl. — Which is worth above Three . 
Aft hring not quite ſo much ready Mo- 
„ey by him, and not being willing to 
ble ſuch a Pennyworth, was the Reaſon 
te borrow'd this Sum. I hope, Sir, you = 
re not ſo angry now as you were? 

Ger, — On the contrary, I am ex- 
ramly well pleas'd — Dye hear, Sir, N 
lis Charles is my Son. 

Mer. — D'ye hear, Mr. Clodpate? 

And. — O, Sir, I am. mighty glad 


—— 


D 2 Ger. - 
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Ger. — No more Words; I approve the 
Uſe my Son has made of it; and here, 
Sir, here's. three hundred Pounds, ;of c 
that Money, in Moidors; my Son ſhall 
never be dunn'd for ſuch a paultry Sum, 
eſpecially borrow'd on ſo honourable an 


Occaſion 3 you'll find it right Lil an- 
{wer for it. | Gives bim a Purſe of Gold, rake, 
up bis Son's Note, and tears i. Pu 

And. — Your moſt humble Servant, . 
Sir. [ Exi, be 
Ger. — But tell me, Merlin, in what; 
Part of the Town is this Houſe my Soni 
has bought? | > 
| Merl. — In what Part? a 
Ger. — Yes ; for ſome are better than Ir 
others ; for Example, this now... |" 
 - "Merl. Certainly, and tis juſt by here. 0 
Ger. — Good ; fo much the better, buch 
where ; S. Fait 
Alerl.— Pointing. ] Hold Dye FO 
ee that Houſe there, _ aun lad 
dows, and a Stately Roof? 4 
3 — O, Yes, yes, 1 do.” 1 « 

— *Tis not that, but a little far, “ 

1 wa the Left—— fo -— Now dye ly, 
ſee that Coach-Houſe there, which 1. 


juſt over againſt the Stable Yard, a little 


beyond the Brew-Houſe, not far _" 
the 


Ss, 4 
4 : 5 
* f 3 « . LY 
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e Church, juſt 'turning — Corner of: 3 
that Street, out vonder. x 

Ger. = Why, I can't ſee fo far. 
Merl. = How can T help that? 

Gr. — I believe. you mean Madags: 
zertrand's Houſe ?. 

Merl. — The very ſame; Fat IX A 71 
purchaſe? 

Ger. — Yes, but how comes ſhe r0 fell 
her Eſtate 2? 
Merl. — She became Mad, Sir, 2 ils: 

pile after your Dopnrte.. 5 

Ger. =» Mad!“ 

Merl. — Xes, Sir, am her Relatiom . 
hve fer her afide ; her Son, who is an 
extravagante faking fore of a Fellow, has 
ld this Honfe for half. the Worth of 
L— I ſhall ar my ſelf more, 
faith. | 12222 

Ger. — But when I went r 
ud no Son. 

Merl. — None! 

Ger. — Not as I know o. 

Merl, — Then twas a Daughter. 


far 

d'ye ly, now 1 I think on't,” twas a Dees. 

h is W 

itte Ger. — I hear'd ſome talk that Dang 6 
& was dew 2 


D Ker 5 


30 Mit at a Pinch : Or, 
- Mel. — Dead, Sir ! O Lord, Sir, ſhe's 
as live as you are. | 

Ger. — Poor Woman, I am mighty for 
ry for her Misfortune.- Come, ope 
the Door, I think the Time long 'till 
fee my Boy. 

"Merl — | Afide. ] Now we're undone 
chat s for certain, —— 

Ger. — What's the Matter you look Þ 
tell me quickly. — Is any Harm come 
_ ro my Boy, ha ? ; L Haftily 

Merl. — No, Sir. U Sorrowfull 

Ger. — Has my Houſe been robb'd 
tell me immediate 

Merl. — What ſhall I fay. [ Afi: 

Ger. — Speak quickly, 1 fay. 

Merl. — 1 can, hardly forbear Tea: 
when I think ont; pray don't go in 
Sir —— this Houſe, chis dear Houſe that 
you us d to love ſo, has been theſe ſix 
Months. — 

Ger, — What ha it been theſe fix 
Months? Speak. 

Merl. i Haninted:, Sir, chere. was nc 
ſtaying in it, we were oblig'd to re 
more the Devil has taken Poſſeſſio 

of jt. _ 
Ger. — My Houſe haunted! | 


Merl. This was, I believe, the greateſ 


AReaſon, why my Malter bought —_ 
of 
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he' . ; for we ſaw ſuch diſmal Appa- 
tions, there was no ſlaying in it any 
ſor- longer. 
pen Ger. — You do but jeſt ſure. 
l Merl. — There are no ſort of Tricks 
that theſe Sprights have not plaid me; 
ſometimes tickling the Bottom of my 
Feet, ſometimes twinging me by the 


One 


10 Nole with red-hot Pincers; at other 
omeimes ſinging my Beard with ſulphurous 
ful Matter, with abundance of other De- 


Ices. - 

Ger, — I can't believe you'r in earneſt. 
Merl. — I am, indeed, Sir, we have 
aken all Methods to get em laid, but 
annot ; *cis ſure the moſt obſtinate Devil 
that ever was known. Ah, Sir, there 
has been nothing wanting on my. Part 
v get the Houſe rid of theſe trouble. 
bme Companions, I have been very 
kborious. -Wou'd you believe me, 
| have lain in my Bed, Watching: and 
nying three whole Nights together, 
kd Cugling and ſwearing ſix * 1 
to no purpoſe. a 

| Ger, — All to no purpoſe ! 

Merl. — And then, Sir, = — ſack 
| Thundring and Rattlin "g all Night, 45 
lle % ſhake the Houſe down. Ah, 
ter, if theſe black Gentlemen of the 
lower 


32 Wit at a Piach: Or, 
lower Region are ſuch boiſterous Co 
panions in the Quarters of us Poor Mor 
tals, what Roarers muſt they be in theix 
own Sovereign Dominions ? 
Ser. -I am feiz'd all over me with 
fadden Trembling.- Feel, Merlin 
bent 1 all over in a cold Sweat? Do 

thou know whether they have been i 
the Cellar? 

Merl. — Lord, Sir they ve mg 
all the Places in the — 20] 
Ger. — Nay then I'm undone for there 
| lies twe thoufand broad Pieces — 
erl. — Where, in our Houſe : 2 
Ger. — Yes. © 
Merl. Wheteabouts, pray, Sir? 
Ger. — In che Cellar, - in the Cellar 
Merlin. 

Merl. — why chene it was they alway! 
made the moſt racket. I wiſh we a0 
known' it before. : And, Sir, in what 
Ie: 

G. On che Left hand Side of the 
Door, juſt going in, under men 


One. 
| Is ye 


Merl. — Under the bk 1 
— { ad. us 


thouſand broad Pieces: ¶ 
had told us ſo before, 
ſome Trouble ; 3 L Ala 1 ME Left-hane 
ones: 8 Wan T9215; 
| Ger, 


"Wn 
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Gr. O, nens tis not hard to be 


dom bund. RT TL SOS, 
Mor Merl = Th know that proſercly— 
what is it all Gold? 9 „ 


tr. — All in Tabel 8 


th ol Merl. — Tis the eaſier to carry. CA! 
erlin Whit, Sir, don't grieve too much, ſince 
DoliiſGhe know the Cauſe, leave it to me, 11 
n iind out a Remedy if poſſible. 


Ger, — Well, 1 can hardly * 
y ſelf eo believe all thou ſay'ſt, Mer- 
Þ but indeed I have both heard and 
rad ſo many frightful Stories of the 
Dower of Spirits, that I don't know what 
v think Ii go and get ſome few 
_ out of the Cuſtom-Meules and re- 
immediately. —— What Difficulties 
n Troubles one meets with in Life 
Man can't have a little Money, but 
cher his Fellow. Creatutes, or the Devil, 

o their otenoll — of Tous Has! 
Moa $2 387 5 

Merl, — The Devil than' ſhave this, J ri 
nlwer _—_ | 


» . 


h We e : „5 $\F# 5 
kae Charles. d$542t avi 
yo | dar Sir, Do. you know your Far 


3 


| vt 's come Honte ? | i460 vel 
2 4 +4 i 3 — 1 505 


34 —— Pluck: Ox, 


' Char. -— Know! Ay, M:rlin, I receiy' 
A Wonifpiag Enes of him at his ver; 
firſt Appearance, by a lucky Peep thrc 
the Window, Time enough to turn or 
all my drunken Dr ara at the Back 
door 

Merl. And very wiſely . fc 
ſhou'd he have enter'd; and found 
ſpread Table before bim, and bare Wal 
all round him, ſuch a frightfal Medle 
of Luxury and Beggary together, wou 
him. doubly blaſted: your Credit wit 
„3 
Cber.— But, Gear Rogue, FT ſee th 
Coaſt is now clear ; en haſt tho 
pack'd him off?̃² 
- Merl. — He's gone to the Cuftor 
Houſe to take care of fome Goods, b 
will be back in an Inſtant for he's 2 
o' Fire to ſee his dear Boy—— bu 
haſte, I have a noble Diſcovery for you 

Char. — Prithee what dear Engineer: 

Merl. To. keep him from Entring 
the Houſe, among Twenty other blin 
Stories, I told him it was haunted,” gar 
him — a terrible Deſcription of Got 
lins, Spirits, A paritions, and the Der 
and all, as put him in ſuch a Fright, th: 
he confeſs' a he had hid two Thouſan 
broad Pieces in the Houſe. , 
es, 8 | C ar. 
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Char. — Two Thouſand broad Pieces: 
ut where, honeſt Merlin? 

| Merl. —Under a black Stone, on | the 
{hand Side of the Cellar, juſt at the 
ping in, wrapt in a Leather Bag, and all 
fache s. 

char. — Under a black Stone! 8 Death! 
have ſeveral times took Notice of that 
lone ; — particularly that it is fo botch'd 
to the Pavement, that tis a Diſgrace 
the reſt of the Floor; no doubt when 
took up that Stone to hide his Money 
nder it, he durſt not truſt an Artiſt, but 
lid the Maſon himſelf, in lay ing it down 
Aae loſe Time. To the Trea- 
e- Boy, the Treaſure. III inſtantly 
1 4 wha Mine, then Gallop to Gro- 
Hall, turn it into Bank- Bills 
Ts Gold, and will ſoon be told over: 
pu if any unlucky Accident ſhou'd bring 
u troubleſom Daddy back before e 


Wl | iſe bim till my Return, and then e 


blin me back in Triumph. This Golden 

ze ſhall make up all my Breaches: 

Golf y Love, Forrane, Honour, Cas IM 
Der nage it) all to rights; nay, thou 
the ll't own every Tale thou haft told him, 

uſa de downright 1 25 and Romance, 
Kept the the Houſe, that 
1 
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For 1 am reſclwd for the ere 


man, has à little ſorptiz'd why 
Maſter; but not ſo 'diforder'd him, b 


Have been in Conjunction to ſet ve hit 
Pliere's f 
Priſcilla; of my Hammering, which erha 
halt Crown both the Happineſ of 
xa 


Bil: 


36 Wit at 1 Pineh': Or, 


Legend muſt be kept up with all th 
faireſt Face of Credit, and. Veracity 


— 2» wy 


Purchaſe of this Rich \D0Gty," to mak 
the Devil the Thief. 
Merl. — And your ſelf the Receiver, 

| Char. — Right, Merlin, and ſo I'll leay 
thee to the Management oy thy Poſt. 
Exi 

l Ay, Sir, do you IR | 
Bag of Gold, and leave my Front 


Braſs jo * the other Work Bayes.” * 
480 — * 0 ü | ' | 01 
706 5 bee, PRAM + 
2 1 197517 3: $5737 2: f IO" ( 


"IGOR — „Well, " Merkis, ehis ſadden 2 
unexpected Return of the old Sent! 


* You 


that he juſt now paſt by me ( 1 ehough 

with fuch an Air of Satisfackfon, | 

he ſeems Father Pleas Fu, than aher bn 

At it. ar Min e 

74 119 Ber Ay, Child; "his Caſe ih vo 
but that I and his kind Stat 


methiug on . Anvil, de 


- Oh; 1 


and thy Miſtreſß.— 
Devi 
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Devil Here's the old Gentleman re- 
turning, begone dear Gypſie, thy Ap- 
1 will not be convenient. 

Priſc. — Well, Sir Politiek, II leave 
im & to our ſelf. bi” bated v 1, tees 


Enter Old Gerard. wi a Wits 


Ger. Yo tos. Merlin, 1 We made 
haſte, I met the Things I wanted, hard 
by, and made the People ſtay, "for 1 
ink co lay em up in that Houle my 
von has bought. 

Merl. — So, new Troubles. 

Ger. — Tis ſo long ſince I have been 
there, I've forgot where it is. Prithee, 
lierlin, ſhew me the Way. - 
erl. — With all my Heart, Sir, byt— 

Ger. — But what? — 

Merl. — Tis true, 3 the Devil. do's 
tot lodge there, — but Madam Berjcand 
nat gone out yet. 

Ger, — Not gone out yer? * p 

Merl. No, Sir, they che FE 

bat ſhe ſhall ſtay a 4 255 Time ber 

auſe whenever he hears of the 'Difpola 

of her Houſe, ſhe raves extreamly, 9200 
; the moſt unaccountable Fits of Mad- 

a that rer were heard of. 


2 © 
Sx. Gen. 


38 Wit at a Pinch: Or, 
. Ger. — Come, let's go, I'll take care 


to ſpeak to her after ſuch a Manner, a * 
not to diſturb her. : 
Merl — Now .Impudence SA me Tac 
Aſide 
Ger. — Thou tireſt m ade | "1 
muſt and will ſee her preſently. * 
Merl. — Well, Sir, ſo you may if you ; 
pleaſe, and lee, here ſhe comes in the by 
Nick of Time; but take care what youll, 
ſay, Sir, remember ſhe's mad. \ 
Enter Madam Bertrand. # 
M. Bert. —Who i is that] ſee ! | Mr. Gerars * 
return'd! ly 
Merl — | Afide to ber.] Yes, Madam be 
. *tis he, but alas, he's come Home mad il \ 
he has loſt his Ship, - and that has turn'd — 
his Brain. Wo 
M. Bert. — Poor Man, what Pity *tis! G 
_ Merl.— [ To ber.] If he ſpeaks to you, 
Madam, don't mind what he ſays, we p00 
are going to confine him cloſe. \ 
[To Gerard. ] When you talk with her... 
Sir, pray conſider the Loſs of her Un: Gr 
derſtanding. Me. 


er. Let me alone ſor char. 2 G 


M. Bert. — See how he ſtares, how his 


kye-Balls row] ! 
Ger. —- I fee a viſible 1 in hte | 
-. Jace, her Eyes lock as if they were 
je ready to ſtart out of her Head. 
M. Bert. — So, Mr. Gerard, I ſes you'r re 
eturnd, I am overjoy'd at it. 
is Ger. — Yes, Madam, and always rea- 


Power; a 


F your Mis fortune. 


Ger. — Yes, Madam 1 — hon [Pa 


ience 3 they ſay that there are Spirits 
walk in my Houſe, I know no Reme- 
ly for it, when they are Weary of it, 
bey'll leave it. 


dot contradict him, that will make him 
worſe, : | Aide. 
Ger, — I wou d beg your Leave te 
et me lay up a few Bails of Goods in 
jour Houſe, for a ſhore, time. 


tot remember his Ship's loſt. [ Aſfide. 1] 
ir, my Houſe, and every thing 1 harm, 
Mr. Gerard, are at your Service. 

Ger. Madam, F humbly thank ou. 
—— But, Merlin, ſhe do's: not ſeem 
o be 0 bad, as you ſaid ſhe was. 


E S - Merl. — 
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/ to do you what Services lies in Py | 


M. Ben. But am very forry to hear 


M. Bert. Spirits in bis Houſe! ! Lmuft 


M. Zoe. Whats Miocene Healo's 
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Vit at 4 Pinch : Or, 


Merli-= Oh, Sir, he has her In 
e of Senſe : which are but ſhord 
T * TE 

Ger, — pray tell me, Wende are yo 
always as ſenſible as at preſent 2? 

M. Bert. Did ever any Body ſee me 
otherwiſe,” Mr. Gerard? 

Ger. -— But if that be true, 1 think 
your Relations have done you a gtea 
deal of Injuſtice, to cut vou off fre 
Four Eſtate. N . 

M. Bert. Cut me off! 
Orr. — Poor Woman, the do's nol 
know her Misforcune ! 2 * 

NM. Bert. I'm ſure if you ure as mat 
always as you are now, they have reaſo! 
Shongh to lock you up. 

Ser. — Lock me up! —— find he 


Madneſs. returns: We had beſt break offi 1 
this Diſcourſe. { Afide. } But, Madam br 
are you N d my Son has bougt hitr 


your Houſe ? 
M. Bert. — — My Houſe! | 

Ser. ITis better that he has bought 
ithan a Stranger; T know you had 73 
cher we ſhou'd have the Advantage tha 
any Body elſe. 

MI. Berri— Poor Mr. Gerard, my Hou 
WIE ſold, Hor | to be 2 1 3 
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— Alack a Day : Well, don't be 
ovate Madam, III cle care you ſhall 
have an Appartment in it, as long as 
joo'p pReaſe, aha 2. Bed a one as TX Jou 
rein your Senſes. ul TROL. 

N. Bert, What does He menß 2 Avit - 


] were in my Senſes, Go, youre ah old 
pool, ad © for ' pottiihg, but a Mad 
ink Houſe. : 
rea Merl. — r To 3 Pie ; Made * 
rc you had Senfe, chan to 
ſcold with a Madman. e 
Ger: = Oh, Madam, firi6e you me 


Wo huffing, "the Houſe is mine, my 
Goods ſhall come in, and you ſhall turn 
out. 

1 For ws, Sir; ddt be s 
Indifcreer to quarrel with a Woman nes | 
diftraQted. + SCP 
M. Bert. Ay, ay: do E6me; TI wait : 
for you ; Merlin, take Cite, and get 
bit ſhun up; KL he may do Miſchief 
fe. Ert. 
Merl. — I am got inte duch Perplexts | 
* Itaux tell how co o diFEncadgle my 
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Euter tbe Marguils, balf Drunk... ; 

Marg, Whats the Reaſon we con- 
tinually hear ſuch Noiſes, and Diſtur- 
bances before the Door, hal. 
G — Aderlin, Wet can this nd 

- Merl, —- Faith, I. can't tell, Sir 
unleſs the. Devil's broke looſe in the 
Cellar... þ * 2 | 
»: Ger. —- Im afraid,  Merkn, here's ſome] 
Trick in all this. 

Arg. — We hear that the Maſter of 
this Houſe is come . perhaps yo 
he, Sir. 

Ger. — Yes, I am he, Sir, and what 
then, Sr 2: 

: Marg. cb, nothing, sir, put 
dear , you're welcome. 
How: police. Travelling renders ſome Me 
in their Manners ;. but here's your Son 
that ne er ſet Foot from his owt 
Threſhold, is as much a Gentlem 
as if he: had made the Tour of Europe 
wel, he's perfectly a ſine Gentle 
man, indeed, Sir 3. why, Sir, he's : 
— as you are niggardly, Sir. 

Ger. — How, Sir! 
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Merl. — 


The Lucty Frod igel 
Merl. What Impudence theſe Ghoſts 
hre! Ivo 
| Ger. — Merlin, come hither, Merlin, 
Im afraid thou art a Rogue, indeed; 
erlin, Jam. 1 X > ; 


* ed at your Return. — 1 beg your : 
Ir arCdon— I beg your Pardon, Sir, | 


vou'd ſay Abſence ;, and your Son 
been touch'd with ſo ſenſible a 


jou, Sir; he. was fo melancholy at your 


 of®departure , that he cou'd not endure 
ſoulde Sight of any Thing that was ſhowiſh, | 


u iture, Plate, and. what. 
Wy his Hands on. 2-384 aint 
Js... — Diſpos d of all my Plate, and 
Furniture! And pray, Sir, how have 
you been diſpoſing your ſelf at this Houſe 
if mine 2. 


frinking of good Champaigne, in good 
Company, your Son endeavours to com- 
ſort himſelf, as well as he can, during 
the Abſence of ſo good a Father... 
Ger. — [ Angr * I'll 80 in - — 
This Rogue will ruin m. 
Marg. — Hold, Sir, I forbid your 
$oing in. hes: 1 
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Marq . Sir, we have been ſo trou- 


tief, that tis incredible how he loves 


zhich made him diſpoſe of all the Fur- 
not, he cou'd. 


Marg. Don't. you ſee, Sir, why 


Ger. 


wy Wit at > Ph Of, 
Sr. What, Hinder me going into t 
own Houſe 
Ar. — Yes, Sir, you can't at Pre 
2 — What d'ye mean? L us, 
1 Twood dee fine Thing i Dur 
Keel, ra Son fo well bred as your ou 
is, to bring his deat Father, after lach 
dag Voyage, into a Houſe with bar 
War. 901 
- Ger, — Bare Walk why whars be 1 
come of my fine ee be en 
Murg. Sold. | 
G. $6197 a 
Marg. — Yes, fold; mdeeg Sir; thi 
of ic was fo diſinal ; being N 
Burning of Troy : Beſides, there was thi 
moſt -abominable Wooden-Horſe in 
that ever was: ſeen,  withoue 22 1 ih 
Month. 


Ger. — Oh! 
1 — Had not you two targe Pi 


Ser. — aud they were Original 
too, of a very famous Maſter ; I bepefſl 
they an't gone? 1 mean the Rape of the 
Sabine! 

Marg. — The Came ; we perten with 
them ont of a Nicety of Coniclence. 


— Ger. — elf 


The Lucky Prodigal. 
Ger. — Nicety of Conſcience! 
Marg. I muſt profeſs, I always 
as aſtoniſh'd how fo Modeſt, Vertu- 
us, and Religious a Gentleman as 
ur ſelf was able to bear em in his 


Jener ous in you, 20 — 2 all this Scan- 
# upoh my young Maſter, he Tins ent- 


you more honourably.”” 
Marg. — How now, Raſeal, a you 
now Who you ſpeak to! A Perſon 


Valet; Pats: you well old Gentle 
an; and pray, the firſt Thing yo 


2 reach that ſaucy Slave of yours more 
lers. Exit. 


Kopue, to amuſe me with all theſe fair 
Mams in thy young Maſter's Abfence, 
hen the wicked R ite has ſtrip d 
hy Houfe , ſold my Goods, and 

Merl. Hold, Sir; Dye ſeriouſty be- 
eve my young: Maſter has done afl'this 2 
2 te — A5 what ond 5 belieys 
-e nn nn 


— 
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Merl. 285 ; 


louſe. | There was à Sabine done as 


ch Waiked, and in ſuch a laſcivious Poſture ! 

bar h, me — fie. upom t, Mr. Gerard, fie 
— 

be Merl. — O, ſie, my Lord, this is un- 


my Qualicy, and to be corrected by 


e Teach bin . each 
um Honeſty. Art not thou a precious 
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with a Pox to him; when if his Pedigre 


ungrateful Dog too, to ſo civil a Gen 


Merl. — Lord, Sir, there's not a SyllabiWWics 
of Truth in all that this French Rogue haf her. 
told you. He calls himſelf a Mara viſs 


coud be fearch'd, is Ten to One but w 
ſhou'd find him a Pultroon, ſuch a 


tleman as my young Maſter has beeif 
to him. Tis true, Sir, that Furniture 
which he tells you is ſold, is not a 
preſent in the Houſe: For you mu 
know, one Night laſt Week, theſe trou 
ble ſome Goblins that haunt your Houſ 
left ſuch a Stench of Brimſtone behind 
'em, as tarniſh'd all your Pictures, and 
Tapeſtry; ſo that my young Maſte 
was forc'd to ſend em out to be ſcour d 
wr we look ton: em Hema again ever 
Ger. — Only gone to be ſcour'd, ſay a 
thou? | 
- Merl, Nothing elſe, upon my Honour Wo1 
but this villainous French Monſter to tel 
you. a Pack of Stories! S bud, Sir, if ! 
thought the proud Upſtart wou d con 
deſcend to. accept a. Challenge fro 
a. poor ſerving Man, I cou'd find in my 
Heart to i him to meet me behind 
Montague Houſe, — cut the Dog's 
* e for him ; — my very Bloo f 
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| The Lucky Prodigal, 47 
ſes at him. I hate a Lyar, as I do the 


Devil. 

Cer.— Nay, Ane, never put thy 
if in this Paffion ; : I have a natural Af- 
tion for my Son, and am inclinable to 
lie ve him honeſt. 

Merl. Honeſt Ay, and honourable 


Wo, and ſo you'll find him. 


Ger. — I believe ſo, Merlin. 
Merl. — Tell Lyes of my young, Ma- 
1 


Enter Madam Bertrand. 


M. Bert. — Ay, Sir, here are fine Pro- 
tedings carrying — between your Son 


id my Niece ! 
Ger. — As for your Niece, I know 
pe what ſhe is, and for my Son, Pll 


er him before I'll condemn him; I ex- 


t him now every Minute, and he's old 
tough. to anſwer for himlelf ; 70A here 
comes. 


ner Charles, d Lucinda, c due 
£5 220-0 Las 5 


Char, = — - My Honpur'd Father, let me 

2 your Blefling, [ Kneels. ] Your dou- 

E Bl . Sir, this ſweet young Ct 
£ 


— 48 Mit at a Pinch + Or, 
< that calls you Father too, joyns her K 
With me. 
Ger. — How! Married, my dear Boy 
Bert. — And to my Niece 80 
Char. — Love, and my ſmiling Star 
have ſo decreed it. 
| Ger. — Her Beauty does deſerve the 
and I hope the gracious Providence tha 
has ſo bountifully endow'd her with 
Face ſo fair, has been no Niggard to he 
in it's other Favours. I hope ſhe's Mitſtref 
of a Fortune too, ſuch as may deſerve m 
on. 
Boys. — & Soreuns | Quotha ! 
Char. — There Sir, 1 fear ſhe doe 
not reach the Heights ta which a Fathe 
may aſpire ; however ſhe has here broug 
me her ſmall Dower, two Thouſan 
Pounds, in Bank: Bills. 1 201 
[ Shows Bil 


Ger. —Four, five hundred Pound Bills 
Bert. — Two thouſand Pound! © 
Luc, — Tas all I had to give him. 
Meri, — Here's an ingenious Boy Fo 
Wits and Politicians, Maſter and Man, 
ſee are both well match d. \ ( Afedt 
Bert. — Hark you Niece, how cam 
you by two thouſand ane 2 oy 25 
neitly I fear. 5 5 62 | 
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e Lacky Prodice, * 29 
That's no fair Queſtion. 1 
enough ſhe hast it, thätks to my kind 
ache got it f ber. N 
M. Bert. — ur! Pacher, reſt Fi Soul, 
Is; A of, 
can count TW Fun- 
; ths. mounted | 
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— — Ceaſe your. - Wonder, 
ie, Madam: That my Father Is 

Nes Thouſand Pound is true Bae {till 4 
on SON to an Un- 5 


Ligcle who out- liv d him 
6 nine-Months, 
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took ſuch a Kindheſs * 
wg dear: young Charge, gene- 43 
nl to- eg y ſmall Portion, all E 
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paid Viſts, 2 
ae them.; 2 4 in in publick, 5 
Ind took the honeſſ F eedom of generous . 
Converſation... De fps 2 N . t "op . 7 þ A 
ic. Who G bine her 2. Young 1 
Ladies: Wiel = "Mifttels's- Sock f 
muſt take Tiberty.: 10 rove and range. 9 
2 World to make their Fortune, whilſt 1 

1 | 


— 7-30 "Tit at a Pinch : "Or 
licher Dowdies with 2 Load of Wealt 


come Home to chem. 4 


her Shame be i 


as gay as * Nr you her 2 5 
the Way of Aobbing me of — 45 5 ä 


Home, yon ſee I've made my = f happy, 
15 3 r ener 77 % 
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can take their Reſt, and have their Courigz 


M. Bert. In Troth, che! Wench ſpeaks 
Senſe. ® 

Luc. -— And tho', gear Madam, I 
made a little Figure in the World, If 
kept within the Intereſt of my Por- 
tion ; hat tho' my Wardrobe: look'd a2 
little Gay, my Kitchen, and m Pan- | 
try were but coldly furniſſid? 

| Priſc. Kitchen, and Pantry | Ay, to 
it ſpoken. tack, Madam, 
a boil'd Chicken between us Was a 
Coronation Feaſt; a. Couple of roaſt- 
ed Eggs wou'd ſerve for à common 
Meal. For my Part, I was half afraid 
I ſhou'd have ſtarv'd with her. Then, 


robe look'd, ſure ſhe 


Fees ; inflead of a coſtiy Mercer's Bill 
for a new Rigging, many à Time the 
Dyer, and the Scourer, haye « excus a aan 
Charge. ee | 
Like. — Betwixt this van; From 
dom Abroad, and all this Frugality at 
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ures, "he Tapiſtry thou haſt told him, 
are ſent to be ſcour d: A very lucky 
Excuſe ; that Blot ſhall never be hid. 
juſt now met the honeſt Gentleman 
that bought them, and for his Money 
gain, N a Score and a. Half of Gui- 
hea 5, be has promis d he'll cetinquiſh his 
Pargain, and return them. | 


5 Merl, — That; well. wa 
to M. Bert. Only one Queſtion more; 
m NThy was not I let into the Secret of this 
Dad Uncle's Legacy, this laſt Thouſand 
ft. Found? 


Luc. — Nay, there 1 hope you'll par- 
lon me, you know tis natural to do 


here fore I conceal'd this laſt good For- 
for fear it ſhou'd have leflen'd your 
we þ Graces to me, as being ſo well 
wovided for. 
M. Bert. Politick Girl! Come to 
ny Arms! A virtuous, witty, and a 
mden. Virkin : Come, Sir, my Niece. 
all ndt diſgrace your Son, I have three 
Thonfand Pound- Stock in the Eaf-India 
ompany ; we'll all take Coach toge- 
her, and I'll transfer it to my Niece, to 


4 

2 ke her a worthier Match for your 
Nc 9 
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de beſt we can for our ſelves, and 
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ſo I'll call you, This is but an Barnet di 


Reception in your Houſe." The Tap 
ſtry and Pictures are ſent to be clean d 


he has impos'd upon yon, purpoſely 


| Tucirida and my ſelf had conſummate 


Ger. — Five Abouland Pounds 8 
Char. — | Kneeling. Thus low 7 
thank you. 28 
M. Bert. -— Nay riſe my Children, fo 


of my Favour. 

Char. — Before we go to receive thi 
generous Bleſſing, I hope you'll pardo 
me, that I have been ſo bold as t 
make ſome Preparation for this Lady 


Nay, I have ſent your Plate to the Gole 
ſmiths (you know 'twas old Faſhion'd Mio 
to be melt down, and order'd a ne ba 


Sett with my own and the Lady's Coq 


1 Arms. 

Ger. — Very worthily done ; you ca 
not treat ſo fair a Bride too honour: 

y 

Char. — . Nay, I have one Pardon mo 
to beg, and that's for honeſt Meri 
here; for all the Tricks and BanteIl 7 


keep you from entring the Houſe, ti 


our Marriage, and his young Maſt 
himſelf return d to introduce you. 


Ger. 


D.. 4 


Hd "The Lay 2 Fa 
Ger. — Ay, Son, I can forgive any 
Thing on this Occaſion. | ** | 
Char. — One Truth he has told you, 
d a very unhappy One ; your. Houſe, 
ir, in your Abſence, has been viſited 
y an unruly IT roop of Gueſts, by Spi- 


W.. 4 
ardolfl Merl. — Ay, but now, Sir, I hope 
as they have broken up their Haunts ; they 


have lain quiet theſe two laſt Nights. 
| ſuppoſe, Ts Sir, your Return to Eng- 
land has diſpers d them; they never durſt 
enter our Walls, whilſt we had you 
ſor our Guardian, and under the ſame 
happy Protection, I hope never will 
again. 

Ger. — I thank thee, honeſt * for 
thy good Wiſhes. 

Mer]. — So, now alls wel, all Jar's 
and Danger 5 huſfr d. 


We often Gs 5 mi ſuch un bit, 
That Maſters are oblig'd to Servants Wit. 


Char. — Now my feet Life, thou ſhalt 
reclaim the Prodigal. Henceforth I'll be 
profuſe in nough Wa Love. 
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